
 

FIRST GRADE 
These are minimum standards that should be taught and mastered each quarter in order for students to meet grade level expectations. 

 

 
 

  

First Quarter Expectations Second Quarter Expectations Third Quarter Expectations Fourth Quarter Expectations 
Reading: 

 Meets criteria* for DRA K-3 Level 6or Reading 3D 

Level D 

 Orally blends onsets and rimes (/c/-/at/) 

 Orally blends individual sounds to make words (/c/ 
/a/ /t/ = cat) 

 Matches pictures with letters using beginning 

sounds 

 Makes, writes, and reads c-v-c words 

 Changes beginning and ending letters to make new 
c-v-c words 

 Makes  and reads plural words with -s (cat/cats) 

 Recognizes 20 or more high frequency words 

within continuous text quickly and automatically 

 Self-monitors and corrects using: 

o Known words and word parts 

o Meaning and letters 

 Uses pictures and words to comprehend text 

 Recalls and retells important events of a story 

 Is beginning to read familiar text aloud with proper 
expression 

 Reads self-selected text consistent with independent 

reading level for 10 minutes each day 

Reading: 

 Meets criteria* for DRA K-3 Level 12 or Reading 

3D Level G 

 Orally segments single syllable words into 
individual sounds (cat = /c/ /a/ /t/) 

 Changes beginning, middle, and ending sounds to 
produce new words 

 Makes and reads words ending with: -s; -es; -ing;   
-ed 

 Reads c-v-c-c- or c-c-v-c words containing 
consonant digraphs: (sh-, th-, ch-, wh-) 

 Reads familiar compound words (to-day) 

 Recognizes 50 or more high frequency words 

within continuous text quickly and automatically 

 Solves unknown words using a variety of strategies: 
o Beginning and ending parts  

o Consonants and consonant clusters 

o Onsets and rimes 

o Known words to solve unknown words 

o Connections between words by letters, sounds, or 
spelling patterns 

 Continues to use pictures and information to 
comprehend text 

 Recalls and retells details of a story in proper 
sequence 

 Makes predictions based on  prior knowledge and 

information gained from reading 

 Reads self-selected text consistent with independent 

reading level  for 15 minutes each day 

Reading: 

 Meets criteria  for Reading 3D Level J,I 

 Orally deletes initial sounds (cat; _at) 

 Changes endings to make new words (stop; stops; 

stopped; stopping) 

 Understands how to read compound words 

 Reads, spells, and writes words with short (c-v-c) & 
long (c-v-c-e) vowel patterns 

 Reads words containing consonant blends: (bl-, cl-, 
dr-, etc.) 

 Recognizes 75 or more high frequency words 

within continuous text quickly and automatically 

 Uses text and pictures to determine the meaning of 

unfamiliar vocabulary 

 Uses graphic organizers to organize and summarize 

text 

 Uses textual evidence to support predictions 

 Interprets characters’ motivations, attributes, and 
feelings 

 Makes connections within and between texts  

 Discusses and explains answers to who, what, when, 

where, and how questions  

 Reads and understands simple written directions 

 Reads self-selected text consistent with independent 
reading level  for 15 minutes each day 

 Demonstrates phrased, fluent, oral reading with 

grade level text 

Reading: 

 Meets criteria* for Reading 3D Level J-K 

 Orally deletes final sounds (/trai/ /n/; tray) 

 Reads and understands contractions 

 Reads plural and singular forms of words that 
change the spelling (child/children; foot/feet) 

 Makes and reads possessive forms by adding an 
apostrophe (the girl’s shoe) 

 Solves unknown words by: 
o  taking them apart 

o using letter sequence, and/ or context clues 

 Recognizes 100  high frequency words within 
continuous text quickly and automatically 

 Discusses and explains answers to who, what, 
when, where, and how questions when sharing 

expository texts  

 Uses graphics such as labels, captions, pictures, 
and simple diagrams to gain meaning from text 

 Reads self-selected text consistent with 
independent reading level  for 15 minutes each 

day 

 Demonstrates phrased, fluent, oral reading with 
grade level text 

*Minimum Criteria for Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) Levels: Accuracy – 94%;   Comprehension – 16;   Phrasing/ Fluency – Reads longer phrases with adequate rate. 

Writing: 

 Writes for a variety of audiences and purposes 

using opinion, narrative and informative  formats 

 Uses the writing process to compose a minimum of 

2-3  pieces 

 Establishes relationship between drawing and print 

 Writes a few short, sentences focused on a topic 

 Spells some names and familiar words correctly and 

uses temporary spelling 

 Writes left to right, top to bottom, with consistent 

spacing  

Writing: 

 Writes for a variety of audiences and purposes 

using opinion, narrative and informative  formats 

 Uses the writing process to compose several pieces 

 Uses drawings to show the sequence events 

 Writes a minimum of 2-4 complete, logically 

sequenced sentences about a topic 

 Uses list-like details to enhance writing 

 Spells simple and many high frequency words 
correctly and uses temporary spelling with some 

phonetic elements 

 Capitalizes names and the beginnings of sentences 

 Uses periods correctly and consistently  

 Uses periods correctly 

 .Uses question marks and exclamation points  
 Uses adjectives  and sensory details to improve 

descriptive writing 
 

Writing: 

 Writes for a variety of audiences and purposes 

using opinion, narrative and informative  formats 

 Uses the writing process to compose several pieces 

 Uses drawings to show the sequence of events 

 Writes a minimum of 3-4 complete, logically 

sequenced sentences about a topic 

 Increases use of adjectives, sensory details, 

descriptive language, and appropriate vocabulary 
for a topic  

 Spells most high frequency words correctly and uses 
temporary spelling that can generally be read by 

others(moving towards more conventional spelling) 

 Uses end punctuation consistently (.  ! ?) 

Writing: 

 Writes for a variety of audiences and purposes 

using opinion and informative  formats 

 Uses the writing process to compose several 

pieces 

 Uses drawings to enhance meaning of writing 

 Writes a minimum of 5 or more complete, 
logically sequenced sentences about a topic. 

 Is able to bring a sense of closure to the writing 
piece.  

 Able to support opinion pieces with reason and 
bring the piece to closure 

 Uses conventional and temporary spelling (as 

needed) 

 Uses capitalization and end punctuation 

correctly and consistently (. ! ?) 



 First Quarter Expectations Second Quarter Expectations Third Quarter Expectations Fourth Quarter Expectations 

Social Studies: 

Understand the importance of roles and 

understand the diversity of people in the local 

community 

Explains why rules are needed in the home, school and 

community. 

 Classifies the roles of authority figures in the home, 

school and community (teacher, principal, parents, 

mayor, park rangers, game wardens, etc.). 

 Summarize various ways in which conflicts could 

be resolved in homes, schools, classrooms and 

communities. 

 Compares the languages, traditions, and holidays of 

various cultures. 

 Uses literature to help people understand diverse 

cultures. 

  

Social Studies: 

Understand basic economic concepts 

 Summarizes the various ways in which people earn 

and use money for goods and services. 

 Identifies examples of goods and services in the 

home, school and community. 

 Explains how supply and demand affects the 

choices families and communities make. 

Social Studies: 

Understand that history tells a story of how people 

and events changed society over time 

 Explains how and why neighborhoods and 

communities change over time. 

 Explains the importance of folklore and 

celebrations and their impact on local communities 

 Explains why national holidays are celebrated 

(Constitution Day, Independence Day, Martin 
Luther King Jr., Memorial Day, Presidents’ Day, 

etc.) 

Social Studies: 

Use geographic representatives, terms and 

technologies to process information from a 

spatial perspective and Understand how 

humans and the environment interact within 

the local community 

 Uses geography tools to identify characteristics 

of various landforms and bodies of water. 

 Gives examples showing location of places 

(home, classroom, school and community). 

 Understands the basic elements of geographic 

representations using maps (cardinal directions 

and map symbols). 

 Explains ways people change the environment 

(planting trees, recycling, cutting down trees, 

building homes, building streets, etc.). 

 Explains how people use natural resources in the 

community 

 Explains how environment impacts where 

people live (urban, rural, weather, 

transportation, etc.) 

Science: 

How do forces (push or pull) affect the motion of 

objects? 

 Explains how a push or pull changes the motion of 

an object. 

 Explains how some forces (pushes and pulls) can be 
used to make things move without touching them, 

such as magnets. 

 Predicts the effect of a force on the motion of an 

object. 

 

 

Science: 

What are the features and patterns of the 

earth/moon/sun systems observed from earth?  

 Recognizes differences in the day and night sky.   

 Recognizes from earth that objects appear to 
move across the sky.  

 Recognizes changes in the moon’s appearance 
that form a pattern from  day to day.       

 

 

Science: 

What are the observable properties of materials of  

our solid earth and how are these earth materials 

useful? 

 Summarizes the observable properties of earth 

materials and how that makes them useful. (include 
rocks, minerals, soil, and water.           

 Compares soil samples from different places. Look 
at the ability of the soil to hold water and how the 

soil help plants to grow. 

 

 

Science: 

How do different environments and humans 

help plants and animals to live? 

 Summarizes the basic needs of plants and 

animals (air, water, light (plants only), space, 

food and shelter). 

 Understands that food is necessary for energy 

and growth of plants and animals. 

 Understands these basic needs are found in the 

environment where plants and animals live 
(include humans).    

 Gives examples of how the needs of plants and 

animals are met in environments in North 

Carolina and throughout the world.  

 Summarizes ways that humans protect the 
environment or can improve conditions so 

plants and animals can live. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

FIRST GRADE  

These are minimum standards that should be taught and mastered each quarter in order for students to meet grade level expectations. 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: Some Math objectives may occur in multiple quarters. 
Mathematics: 

Numbers and Operations in Base Ten 

 Writes number 0-40 

 Counts to 40 starting at any number other than 
40 

 Understands that the two digits of a 2-digit 

number represents tens and ones 

 Compares 2-digit numbers based on place value 

using symbols (<, >, =) 
 

Operations and Algebraic Thinking 

 Relates counting to addition and subtraction 

 Understands and applies properties of operations 
and the relationship between addition and 

subtraction. 

 Determines the unknown number in an addition 
or subtraction equation 

 Understands the meaning of the equal sign 

 Determines if equations involving addition and 

subtraction are true or false 
 

Mathematics: 

Numbers and Operations in Base Ten 

 Writes numbers 0-80 

 Counts to 80 starting at any number other than 
80 

 Adds a 2-digit number and a 1-digit number to 

compose a sum less than 100 

 Adds a 2-digit number and a multiple of 10 to 

compose a sum less than 100. 

 Uses place value understanding to add and 

subtract 

 Uses properties of operations to add and subtract 

 Uses mental math to find ten more or ten less 
than a given 2-digit number 

 Explains reasoning used to add and subtract 

 

Geometry 

 Identifies, names, builds and draws shapes 

 Understands that defining attributes are always-

present features that classify a particular object 

 Understands that non-defining attributes are 

features that may be present, but do not identify 
what the shape is called 

 Uses 2- and 3-dimensional shapes to create a 
new shape 

 Partitions circles and rectangles into two and four 

equal shares 

 Describes the whole and the equal shares 

Mathematics: 

Numbers and Operations in base ten 

 Writes numbers 0-100 

 Counts to 80 starting at any number other than 
100 

 

Measurement 

 Tells and writes time in hours and half-hours 

using analog and digital clocks 

 

Operations and Algebraic Thinking 

 Uses addition and subtraction within 20 to solve 
word problems 

 Demonstrates fluency for addition and 
subtraction within 20 

 

Mathematics: 

Numbers and Operations in Base Ten 

 Writes numbers 0-120 

 Counts to 120 starting at any number other 
than 120 

 

 

Measurement and Data 

 Orders three objects by length 

 Compares the lengths of two objects by using 

a third object as a measuring tool. 

 Expresses the length of an object using non-
standard units 

 Organizes, represents, and interprets data 
with up to three categories 

 Asks and answers questions about the data 

Enrichment Areas Throughout the Year 
Visual Arts  

 Understands that ideas are expressed through the 
use of combining lines, shapes, colors, and textures 

 Differentiates between abstract and realistic art and 
between imaginary and real objects in art 

 Demonstrates the processes of drawing, painting, 

weaving, printing, stitchery, collage, mixed media, 

sculpture, ceramics, and current technology in 

creating works of art 

Music  

 Understands and imitates three pitch melodic 
pattern with variations in tempo and pitch 

 Understands and executes rhythmic patterns in a 
steady beat using notation 

 Understands the relationship between music, other 

fine arts, and disciplines outside the arts 

 

Technology  

 Practices responsible, safe, and ethical use of 
technology systems and software 

 Gathers, organizes, and displays data 

 Uses a word processor 

 Explores multimedia 

 Observes online resources 

Physical Education/Healthful Living 

 Develops problem solving and coping skills 

 Identifies a variety of healthy foods from each 
food group 

 Demonstrates a variety of movement skills and 

pathways 

 Works cooperatively with others 



 
 


